Celebrating our Garden’s impact and

welcoming our new Interim Executive Director!

2024 GARDEN IMPACT

Garden visitors
so farin 2024

Followers on CBG’s
Instagram and Facebook

Youth served through
educational programming
and public events

Pounds of fresh produce grown
at the Garden donated locally
to combat food insecurity

Large-scale animal topiaries
throughout the Garden,
CBG’s first traveling exhibit

Support the Garden by giving here!


https://www.columbusbotanicalgarden.org/give

A MILITARY DAD’'S MEMORABLE HOMECOMING

Military dad Samuel Last wasn't expected to be
home for Christmas in 2023. When his wife,
Angelica, reached out to the Columbus Botanical
Garden to plan a surprise for their children, we were
thrilled to help create this unforgettable moment.

The children were told they were coming to the
Garden for professional photos with Santa. Little did
they know, Santa was actually their dad, Samuel,
dressed in the classic red suit—with his combat
boots discreetly tucked under the hem. We
transformed our Farmhouse patio into a festive
setting, complete with a Victorian-style couch for the
photos.

The children arrived dressed in their holiday best,
excited to meet “Santa.” As the photos began, the
oldest daughter started to suspect something was
different—his voice sounded just like their dad's.
One of the boys noticed the combat boots peeking
out and exclaimed, “Dad!?” Samuel then turned to
his youngest daughter and pulled down the white
beard. Her face lit up as she leapt into his arms,
crying, “Daddy!” Their oldest daughter burst into
tears, and the boys quickly joined in, all wrapping
their arms around him.

It was a heartfelt reunion,
filled with joy and love— a
moment the Last family will
always cherish, made even
more special by the beauty of
the Garden.

A GARDEN FOR ALL
SEASONS OF LIFE

As we approach the end of another year, we are filled with gratitude for your continued support of
the Garden and its mission. For 25 years, the Columbus Botanical Garden has been a place of
beauty, inspiration, and wonder in the Chattahoochee Valley, thanks to supporters like you.

This year, we have seen firsthand the impact of connecting with the natural world has on individuals
and communities. This fall, we welcomed many visitors seeking a bit of refuge as they sought safety
in the Chattahoochee Valley due to hurricane evacuations. From our Little Sprouts program for the
youngest learners to our annual symposium covering advanced botanical sciences, your support
has helped reach more people and ignite curiosity in the natural world.

Thanks to your generosity, we were able to donate over 1,400 pounds of vegetables to Feeding the
Valley Food Bank this year. Your support is truly making a difference in our community and we are
grateful for this partnership.
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As we reflect on the past year, we are reminded of the vital role the Columbus Botanical Garden
plays in nurturing both plants and people. Whether you attended an event, joined an educational
program, or simply took a peaceful stroll along our trails, we thank you for being a part of our
community.

As we look ahead to next year, we ask for your continued support. Your donation to the Columbus
Botanical Garden will help us advance our mission of celebrating the beauty of the natural world
and educating future stewards of its care. Together, we can cultivate new gardens, expand our
programs, and make a positive impact on our community.

Please consider making a donation to the Columbus Botanical Garden as part of your year-end
giving. Your support is invaluable to us, and we are grateful for your partnership in our mission.

Thank you for being a part of the Columbus Botanical Garden family. We look forward to another
year of growth and discovery with you by our side.

Warm Regards,
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Donate Here!

Andrew Ruhs Appointed
as Interim Executive
Director of Columbus
Botanical Garden

The Columbus Botanical Garden is
pleased to announce Andrew Ruhs as its
new Interim Executive Director, following
the departure of Adriana Quifiones, who
has accepted an exciting new
opportunity in the field. Adriana’s
leadership and dedication have left a
significant mark on the Garden, and her
departure, while bittersweet,
underscores her remarkable
contributions to our community.



https://www.columbusbotanicalgarden.org/give

Support the Garden by giving today!
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