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STOLEN VALOR… THE NO-NO'S! 
by Dan Gatlyn, USN Retired – Minister/Journalist 

Life, standing alone, is a perilous affair! It gets very "tejus" in the outer lane! Most everyone has either had the 
mumps, stubbed their toe on a protruding root… been sentenced to extra chores… even been caught with a "hand 
in the cookie jar:" What I am saying is that “the average span of years afford more than a clown's share of dazzle 
and fright!” So much so, until you don’t dare invent more danger or misery! There are some things that any nor-

mal person avoids like the plague, in fear of a crippling blow! I mean, you are not privileged to fall in late years, to follow too 
closely behind a stubborn mule; or, to consume the wrong mushrooms. A lethal list could be formed; but, allow me to mention 
JUST ONE MORE NO-NO… YOU DON’T FEIGN YOUR JOURNEY WITH REGIMENTED CIRCLES! 

All the world will cheer the 
Hero, applaud the sacrifice, or em-
pathize with those who have paid 
their dues! Throngs of dedicated 
men and women have dispatched 
themselves to dangerous fields of 
defense! Untold numbers of white 
crosses depict the atmosphere of 
those thousands who ARE NO 
MORE… overwhelmed by armed 
renegades in efforts to subdue a 
force who would deny commended 
morals and Freedom! They are to be 
honored, far above the everyday 
pursuits! War (or Armed conflict) is 
literally Hell on Earth! Next to the 
enemy in abhorrence, is that paltry 
hypocrite that will lay claims to 
"have gone, when they were never 
really there!” 

Such claims to a heroic stance 
when false aspirations have been 
invented, is highest on the list of 
NO-NO's in the minds of legitimate 
Warriors; and, have been labelled 
STOLEN VALOR. The extent to 
which some will go, in an effort to 
feign celebrity status, is beyond the 
pale; and, is a detestable profile. 

It is especially nauseating when 
the role has been initiated for per-
sonal gain. Everyone who has 
served honorably is to be com-
mended for time and presence, but 
to dampen the records of reality 
with hypothetical, or wishful think-
ing, is vanity of the highest order. 

Be thankful that you never had 
to dodge bombs, bullets, and pe-
ripheral dangers… giving credence 
to those that did! That is the plateau 
where you will shine.


